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My House Exam Checklist

Mark a checkmark ✓ for items that appear to be in good condition.
Make notes for any items that need repair or replacement.

Please Note: This checklist is a starting point, not a replacement for a professional home inspection.1

	Checklist
	
	

	
	GROUNDS.
	
	

	
	Proper grading, ground sloping, draining water away from house. 1-inch per Ft for first 6 Ft
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No branches or bushes touching house or overhanging the roof.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Downspouts from roof directed away from home 4 feet at minimum.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Driveways, sidewalks, patios, entrance landings in good condition.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Railings on stairs and decks are safe and secured.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Misc exterior structures (fences, sheds, decks, retaining walls) in good condition.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	EXTERIOR.
	
	

	
	Siding appears in good condition, no holes or damage.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Adequate clearance between ground and siding materials.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Foundation in good condition - appears straight with no significant cracks.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Sides of house appear straight, not bowed or sagging
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Brick or stone siding: no cracks in joints, no broken material, paint in good condition.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Window and door frames appear level and have no large gaps.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	

	       
	    
	
	

	
	ROOF.
	
	

	
	Gutters: no decay or rust, joints sealed, attached securely to home, no bending or sagging, no sections of gutter or downspout missing, gutters clean
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Shingles: no curling shingles, no visible nails or nail holes, no loss of granules in gutters, no broken, damaged or missing shingles, no more than two layers of shingles.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Chimneys: straight, properly flashed, no evidence of damaged bricks or cracked joints, cement cap in good condition, chimney cap present.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Proper Flashing & sealing around roof penetrations.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Soffits and fascia: no decay or nests blocking/vents are clean and not painted over.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	INTERIOR ROOMS.
	
	

	
	Floors, walls and ceilings appear straight and level.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No stains on floors, walls or ceilings.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No significant cracks in walls or ceilings.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Lights and switches operate properly, any appliances are tested and working properly.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Adequate number of three pronged electrical outlets, cover plates in good conditon, no exposed wiring.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	BATHROOMS.
	
	

	
	Run Sink & Tub simultaneuously for 10 minuets. Watch for leaks & proper drainage.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Plumbing and cabinet/floor under sink in good condition, no stains or leaks.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Exhaust fan in working condition & vents outside of home.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Proper shower pressure & all attachments properly secured & sealed.
	
	

	
	GFCI within 6ft of water source.
	
	

	
	Toilet flushes properly & is stable, no rocking or water stains around base.
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	KITCHEN.
	
	

	
	Run plumbing (sink, dishwasher etc..) for 10 minutes. – Check often for overflow, leaks & proper drainage!
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Check for GFCI outlets within 6ft of water sources.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Cabinets in good condition: doors and drawers operate properly.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Floor in cabinet under sink solid, no stains or decay, no leaks , no rust on pipes under sinks.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Test all appliances if applicable ( stove, microwave, garbage disposal, etc... )
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	BASEMENT.
	
	

	
	No wall stains, no flaking, no efflorescence or signs of moisture.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No major cracks, 1/8th Inch or larger for verticle cracks , horizontal cracks & step crackin should be reviewed by a foundation specialist.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Visible supply lines: Properly supported. No bending, no leaking, no corrosion.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Visible drains: No damage, properly sloping to main drain, no signs of leaks.
	
	

	
	WATER HEATER.
	
	

	
	No signs of rust or damaged water lines.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Gas vent to exterior is in good condition and sealed properly to keep fumes out of home.

	
	

	
	No damage or leaks on or around water heater.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Adjust water temp gauge as needed. 120 degrees should be the lowest (to prevent bacteria growth in the water heater) and 140 the highest (to prevent scolding & burns).
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ELECTRICAL.
	
	

	
	No rust or water on electrical panel, IF SO, DO NOT TOUCH & HAVE IT EVALUATED BY AN ELECTRICIAN.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No scorch marks or exposed wires. IF SO, DO NOT TOUCH & HAVE IT EVLALUATED BY AN ELECTRICIAN.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	 Adequate capacity 200 amps if necessary. 
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Panel brand and breakers match. No open breaker spots or damaged breakers.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	HEATING & COOLING.
	
	

	
	Inside of unit is rust, water & scorch mark free.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Vent to Chimney or exterior is sealed and no holes/openings.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No rust in or around unit.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Air Filter Clean?
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Test that heat works by using thermostat. Close unit properly prior to turning heat on.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	If it is above 65 degrees Fahrenheit please test air conditioning also with thermostat controls. 
	
	

	
	ATTIC.
	
	

	
	No stains on underside of roofing, especially around roof penetrations.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Sufficient insulation and properly installed insulation. 10-14 inches deep.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Adequate ventilation, clear path into attic for air entering through soffit vents, 
no insulation blocking vent areas.
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	No plumbing, exhaust or appliance vents terminating in attic. All electrical components sealed.
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